
  

  

  
Agricultural News:   Days suitable for fieldwork were 6.8.  Weather conditions in Virginia are very dry; 

precipitation was down from the previous week. Crops continue to show signs of drought stress.  Farming 
activities for the week included making plans for fall cover crops, laying plastic for strawberries, calving, making 
hay, and harvesting apples, peaches, corn, and tobacco. Reports indicate good corn yields. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

                   
                              
                         
 

           
 

  

 Released: September 19, 2016 Issue: 28-16  
 

SOIL MOISTURE for week ending 09/18/16 

 Very Short Short Adequate Surplus 

 % % % % 

Topsoil 23 45 31 1 

Subsoil 15 39 45 1 

- Represents zero. 
 
 
 
 

 

CROP and LIVESTOCK CONDITIONS for week ending 09/18/16 

Crop/Livestock 
Very 
Poor 

Poor Fair Good Excellent 

 % % % % % 

Corn 1 7 36 44 12 

Cotton - 5 33 62 - 

Hay, Alfalfa 1 14 32 50 3 

Hay, Other 4 18 36 39 3 

Peanuts - 18 17 65 - 

Soybeans 1 18 31 39 11 

Pasture 10 18 37 32 3 

Livestock - 5 26 57 12 

-Represents zero. 
 

CROP PROGRESS for week ending 09/18/16 

Crop Stage 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
Last 
Year 

5-Yr 
Avg 

 % % % % 

 Apples harvested 61 56 70 - 

 Peaches harvested 96 88 96 98 

 Corn dented 91 84 92 91 

 Corn mature 69 59 79 78 

 Corn for grain harvested 41 25 44 44 

 Corn for silage harvested 76 64 77 78 

 Cotton bolls opening 38 24 60 55 

     

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 

  

Crop Progress and Condition 
 

In Cooperation with:  
U.S. Dept. of Commerce - NOAA  

Virginia Tech 
Virginia State University 

Virginia Cooperative Extension Service 
Virginia Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services  

 

 

 

USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office 
Herman Ellison, State Statistician 
P. O. Box 1659 
Richmond, VA 23218-1659 
(804) 771-2493  
Homepage: http://www.nass.usda.gov/va 

 



  

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
Weather Summary- For the week ending September 18, 2016 

 
* Normal based on 1971-2000 data. NA-Not available. Source: NCEP/NOAA Climate Prediction Center http://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov. Source: USDA, NASS, Virginia Field Office.  
 

 
 
REPORTER COMMENTS BY COUNTY – Comments are based on remarks made by extension agents, 

farmers, commodity specialists, and other knowledgeable individuals.  
 
 

NORTHERN 
 

ROCKINGHAM (Doug Horn) 

Continued dry. Silage dried down quickly and is mostly harvested. Combining early season corn has begun. 
 

 
 

 
 
 

     

Crop Stage 
This 

Week 
Last 

Week 
Last 
Year 

5-Yr 
Avg 

 % % % % 

 Soybeans setting pods 89 83 92 95 

 Soybeans dropping leaves 13 5 25 17 

 Tobacco, Flue-cured harvested 63 52 69 64 

- Represents data not available.  
 
 

PEACHES HARVESTED for week ending 09/18/16                   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 APPLES HARVESTED for week ending 09/18/16 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

City 

Temperature 
Growing degree 
days (modified 

base 50) 
Precipitation 

Avg. 
max. 

Avg. 
min. 

High 
max. 

Low 
min. 

Avg. 
Avg. dep. 

from 
normal * 

 
Mar. 1 to 

Sept. 17 

Mar. 1 to  
Sept. 17 
norm 

Last 
Week 

Since 
Sept. 1  

Sept. 1 
dep. from 
normal * 

Jan. 1 
to 

date 

Jan. 1 
 dep. from 
normal * 

Ly nchburg 84 64 93 62 74 6 3652 3350 0.00 0.00 NA 33.71 1.91 

Norfolk 83 70 90 66 76 3 4156 3707 0.00 3.24 0.90 45.61 11.06 

Richmond 85 64 92 61 74 3 3889 3616 0.00 1.72 -0.48 35.14 2.91 

Roanoke 84 63 94 58 74 5 3855 NA   0.00 0.33 -1.86 34.10 2.53 

Wash/Dulles 84 64 93 62 74 6 3664 NA   0.00 0.17 -1.95 28.16 -2.11 
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WESTERN 
 

ROCKBRIDGE (Thomas Stanley) 

Dry conditions with temperatures a little above average characterized the week. Despite some welcome rain 
showers Sunday night into Monday morning, soil conditions remain extremely dry. 

 
 

CENTRAL 
 
AMELIA (Laura Siegle) 

We experienced another dry week in the county. 
 
AMHERST (Alyssa Elliott) 

Hot and dry conditions. 
 
CAROLINE (Mike Broaddus) 
Continued lack of rain is plaguing this area of Virginia, which is assisting with harvest. 
 
NELSON (Michael LaChance) 

Warm and dry conditions throughout the week with the area developing signs of drought: stressed corn, low 
stream flow, and patches of timber on thin soils appearing brown. Some cattle producers have begun to feed. 
Hay making in progress. Grapes, apples, and late season peaches are being harvested. Nighttime 
temperatures are 10 degrees above normal which is impacting fruit quality. 
 
 

EASTERN 
 
KING GEORGE (Mike Broaddus) 

Continued lack of rain is plaguing this area of Virginia, which is assisting with harvest. 
 
GLOUCESTER/MATHEWS/MIDDLESEX (David Moore) 
Dry, corn harvest continues, yields are average to above. Soybeans are suffering for water. Yields will be 
below average. Fall veggies need water too. Pumpkin crop is limited due to poor fruit set. Sweet potatoes are 
good. Haymaking is slow. 
 
ESSEX/KING AND QUEEN/KING WILLIAM (Keith Balderson) 

Another dry week continued to stress soybeans, pastures, vegetable crops, and hay fields. Farmers continued 
to make very good progress harvesting corn. Yields have varied considerably across the area based on soil 
type and rainfall during July. Farmers were also making plans to seed fall cover crops. Wheat acreage planted 
for grain will mostly be down this fall due to the current low price for the commodity. 
 
NORTHAMPTON (Ursula Deitch) 

It continues to be very dry. Corn harvest is almost complete and sorghum harvest is beginning. Soybeans are 
not forming beans due to the dry weather. 
 
 

SOUTHWESTERN 
 

CARROLL (Steve Pottorff) 

No rain fell this week. 
 
SCOTT (Scott Jerrell) 

Silage chopping underway, with yields approximately 2/3 of normal. Tobacco harvest looking good, yields 
estimated to be normal or above average. Pastures are struggling due to no appreciable rain and hot 
temperatures. Vegetables are holding on, with some bacterial spot on peppers causing leaf drop, promoting 
sunscald. 
 
 

SOUTHERN 

 
HALIFAX (Rebekah Slabach) 
Rain has fallen for the first time in weeks, should continue for part of the week. 
 
LUNENBURG (Lindy Tucker) 

Very dry here. We need rain badly. Cattle producers are feeding hay. Soybeans are a mess - they have been 
at a standstill for a month and now I fear we don't have enough time to get any yield. Something has to give. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



  

  

 
 
 

SOUTHEASTERN 
 

CHESAPEAKE CITY (Watson Lawrence Jr.) 

Corn harvest was in full swing this week with reports of exceptional yields. Weather was conducive to field 
work. Strawberry plastic being laid and fumigation of beds this week. Summer vegetable crops are starting to 
wane from local markets. 
 
BRUNSWICK (Cynthia Gregg) 

Where is the cooler weather we were hoping for this week? Friday seemed to be a little better but still hot, dry 
and humid all week. Soybean leaves are starting to change color. Tobacco is being harvested and bales are 
heading to buying stations daily from the county. The hot weather has caused some fall calving cows to start 
calving early and smaller calves, so producers need to be on the lookout. Late hay crops are being cut and 
baled. We still need rain as we have not seem any for approximately a month, some parts of the county a bit 
longer. 

 
PRINCE GEORGE (Scott Reiter) 
Another dry week across the county. Corn harvest is making rapid progress. Yields are good and moisture 
levels continue to fall with dry and windy conditions. Soybeans still have a few late corn earworms in scattered 
fields, but pest management is mostly finished for this season. Soybean yields are expected to be poor for the 
most part. There is not much interest in planting wheat for 2017, as prices are low and 2016 yields were below 
average. 
 
SURRY (Mr. Glenn Slade) 
Another dry week, corn harvest is well underway with good yields, 140-200 bushels per acre. Cotton, peanuts, 
and soybeans need moisture now to prevent dramatic yield losses. 


